


Woodland Trust  

UKs largest woodland conservation 
charity 
 
500,000 members and supporters 
 
More than 1,000 sites, covering over 
26,000 hectares, all over the UK.  
 
Our aims are to: 
• Protect woodland under threat 
• Restore ancient woodland 
• Create new woodland  
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Woodland Trust  

Over 43m trees planted since 1972, on and off 
the estate 

 
1089 woodlands saved in the last decade 

 
Our vision is to see a 
UK rich in native 
woods and trees to 
benefit people and 
wildlife  
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Woodland cover in the UK is around 13%  
 
In England, woodland cover is 10%  
 
The Northern Forest area (including the Halo) 
woodland cover is just 7.6%  



• Look after the 
trees and 
woodlands we 
have  

• Combine quality 
and quantity 
targets for tree 
cover  

• Combine forestry 
and woodland 
strategies 
alongside 
agriculture 

 



Woodland Stats 
• 2% UK land mass covered by irreplaceable 

ancient woodland  

• 7% UK native woodland cover  

• 13% UK woodland cover 



Woodland Stats 

• 19% Woodland cover 
recommended by CCC 

• 1.5 million ha of 
additional woodland 

• 0.4 million ha of 
additional woodland 
by 2050 if planting 
rates remain at 18/19 
level 

• 53% of UK woodland 
wildlife species in 
decline   

 





 

We must have a major increase in carefully targeted tree 
planting and restoration of other important habitats  



To increase tree cover we need to pursue a mix of 
approaches, at a variety of scales in a range of 
locations (native woodland, commercial plantations, 

agroforestry, urban trees, hedges, individual trees) 
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Trees and woodlands: 

• Improve soil structure and soil health  

• Increase water use 

• Reduce and slow down surface water run-off 
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• Stabilise banks 
  
• Increase biodiversity and landscape 

connectivity 
 

• Improved water quality 
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• Increased ground infiltration 
  
• Create greater hydraulic roughness 

 
• Intercept rainfall 



Restoring riparian forest cover over 20-40% of one catchment 
area reduced flood peak magnitude by over 19%. 
 

On rural pasture, reforestation of previously grazed sheep 
pasture could increase infiltration of rain into the soil by 67 
times, and reduce surface runoff volume by up to 78%. 
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Trees and carbon  
All trees capture carbon while they are growing 
 

Some of the UK’s native species, such as oak and yew, 
can live for over 1,000 years, effectively capturing and 
storing carbon for a millennium.  

 
There is also evidence that 
large, old trees fix 
significantly larger levels of 
carbon compared to smaller 
trees.  
 



The UK does not have the time or resources to 
tackle the climate and biodiversity crises 
separately 
 

Over 2,300 species dependent on oak for at 
least part of their life, 326 of which are only 
found on oak, and a further 229 species which 
are rarely found on any species other than oak 



Natural Regeneration  
Natural regeneration provides a variety of different 
habitat structures in young woodland for a wide 
range of wildlife. 
 

Evidence shows that the UK’s native tree species 
have a wide genetic diversity 
 

Natural regeneration 

can be cheaper than  
planting. 
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• The Northern Forest covers an area of 13 million people 

 

• There is only 7.6% woodland cover 

 

• Our plan to plant 50 million trees will transform this landscape to make it more 
resilient, beautiful and prosperous. 
 

• 650,000 new homes planned 
 

• £500 million worth of investment is needed over 25 years 

 

• The social, economic and environmental benefits are estimated to generate £2.5 
billion of positive outcomes  
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If we meet the 50 million trees target and average 
around 500 trees per ha, we’d establish 100,000 ha 
of woodland  

Potential to absorb up to 60 megatons of carbon 
dioxide by the 2050s 
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Our research shows that the M62 corridor, 
urbanisation and the lack of woodland in the 
Pennines will all act as significant barriers to the 
movement of wildlife in a changing climate 

 
The two maps show how  

different priorities deliver  

quite different models of  

expansion 

 



 



 



• New agroforestry site near Leeds – 36ha Farm  

• 600m new hedgerow planted 

• 625 trees planted in existing hedgerows and as shelterbelt  

28 

Agroforestry In Action  



 

29 
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Hedgerow or alley systems to 

be planted with fruit and nut 

species to create smaller 

paddocks –Double fencing 

needed on all planting due to 

grazing by sheep and cattle 

Tree cages planted with 1 

forest tree species and 3 

shrub species to create 

wood pasture system. 

Tree cages could be 

anchors for the movable 

electric fence to create a 

number of small paddocks 

to utilise mob grazing 

method. 







Protect and Plant  

• Community Tree packs 
 

• MOREwoods 0.5ha + 
 

• MOREhedges 100m +  
 

• Donate  
 

• Natures Calendar  
 

• Ancient Tree Inventory  
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